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struck from their hands and even the peaceful picketer rendered liable
to find himself in the police court. The remedy and the only remedy
was to make Labour powerful as a political force, to take up " the
class war " declared by the capitalists and carry it with a drilled and
disciplined army into the camp of the enemy.
Keir Hardie and the Independent Labour Party thus got powerful
aid from an unexpected quarter, and they used it to develop their
favourite theme that justice for the workers was not to be obtained
from a capitalist society. But the rank and file were by no means
ready for this drastic conclusion. The Boer "War was still on, the
imperialist tide was still flowing, employment was good, there were
no incentives to test the ground by further strikes for the time being.
The majority of trade unions contented themselves with exacting a
pledge from Liberal candidates to make the reversal of the law as
defined by the House of Lords one of the first objects of legislation,
if and when their party returned to power. Not a few Conservatives,
feeling the ground to be dangerous, gave the same pledge, and though
the Conservative Party itself dared not touch the subject, it shrank
from any declaration which would bind it to oppose a change in the
law in another Parliament. Nevertheless, the indignation of the
workers at the TafF Vale and Leathern v. Quinn decisions contributed
not a little to the downfall of the Unionist Party in January, 1906.
The subsequent stages up to the year 1914 have been told in their
proper place, and it is only necessary to note here the oscillation of
State policy between the Liberal legislation of 1906 and the legislation
of the Conservative Government in 1927 after the general strike
which again set back the clock for the trade unions. The battle was
still being fought out in the law courts up to the eve of the Great
War, and the Osborne judgment of 1912, limiting the right of trade
unions to levy contributions on their members for political purposes,
and the subsequent correction of that judgment by Liberal legislation
conferring this right withsafeguardsfor dissentientsstartedanewcontro-
versy which was renewed after the general strike and is still unexhausted.
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Through all this period a change was going forward in the idea of
the nature of government. In the early years it was still the prevalent
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